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The Research-Practice 
Gap on Accounting in the 
Public Services
An International Analysis

	• Discusses how academics and practitioners can better engage to 
define research agendas and deliver findings relevant to 
accounting and accountability in the public services

	• Presents practitioner perspectives from the heads of three leading 
international professional accounting bodies actively involved in 
the public services arena

	• Argues for engaging a broad cross-section of academics and 
practitioners at an international level to address the research-
practice gap

This book considers how the practical and public policy relevance of research might be 
increased, and academics and practitioners can better engage to define research 
agendas and deliver findings relevant to accounting and accountability in the public 
services. To do so, an international comparative analysis of the research-practice gap 
in public sector accounting has been undertaken. This involved academic perspectives 
from over twenty countries, and practitioner perspectives from leading international 
professional accounting bodies actively involved in the public services arena. It was 
found that research is valued for informing practice, but engaging at a high level of 
policy engagement has been primarily by a small group of experienced researchers. 
For other researchers the impact accomplished may not always be valued highly in the 
academic community relative to other, more scholarly, activities. The book therefore 
looks at how engagement and impact between academics and practitioners can be 
increased.
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